PLANNING AND PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE
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A GUIDE FOR BETHEL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
INCLUDES INFORMATION ON:

                            


 -- FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

                         


 -- SCHOLARSHIPS

                            


-- MONTHLY CHECKLISTS

Students,


You are embarking on a very important adventure.  It is called enrolling in college.  You have spent twelve years preparing for this moment, so give it your all!  Please use this guide.  It has soooooo much information.  People do not knock on your door and offer you college money.  You have to work for it.  You will reap the benefits and it will be worth every minute.


In addition, please visit my office and look at the college information I have available.   You may use my phone to call colleges.  You may also use my computer or the ones in the library to do searches.  If you are the least bit interested in college do what it takes to get in so you won’t have problems when the time comes.  Do not underestimate yourself on scholarships and do not count yourself out on financial assistance.  Another very important thing to do is to let me know you are interested in college.  I have forms you can fill out to tell me where you want to go to college and the major you are currently interested in.  This will help me know what things to keep you in mind for.


If you are planning on applying for scholarships you must get a resume’ together to give me and to use for scholarships.  I suggest having a resume’, several official transcripts, at least three letters of recommendation, and an essay on your future plans on hand at all times.  This will make filling out the applications much easier.  Also, it is very important to fill out the financial aid application (FAFSA) in January.  Some scholarship administrators check to make sure you have attempted to get financial aid.


Listen throughout the year to announcements and check my hallway and bulletin board frequently for new information.  If you make it through your senior year without visiting my office, it is NOT a good thing.  I am here for you and want to help you help yourself.  Come by and see me!!

Sincerely,

Susan Miller

High School Counselor

SOME SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS TAKE MONEY, NOT GIVE IT


The Better Business Bureau reports that unethical scholarship companies are “guaranteeing” to “match” students with sources of funding, regardless of their academic qualifications, scholastic credentials or family economic status.  Some advertisements and sales pitches claim there are millions of dollars in unclaimed scholarship monies just waiting to be tapped.  However, in BBB’s experience, few, if any, students receive funds.


In exchange for an up-front fee, which can range from $50 to several hundred dollars, students receive lists of possible scholarship sources.  While the company making the offer may claim scholarships are “guaranteed”, prospective students should understand that only the sources actually granting the funds can guarantee approval.


These scholarship companies do not assist students in obtaining scholarships and they do not screen applicants.  After purchasing the lists, it is the students’ responsibility to research and contact each organization with a possible funding source.


Although many ads offer “money back guarantees” or $200 savings bonds to students who don’t receive any scholarship sources or funds, students who are unsuccessful, or not satisfied, may find that refunds are difficult, if not impossible, to obtain.  The company may require students to prove, through documentation, that they were denied a scholarship by every source on the list.


Many of the scholarship sources that these companies provide for a fee are available at no cost from high school guidance offices, in the reference sections of libraries or from the financial aid office of the college the student is planning to attend.

Copyright 1994 Council of Better Business Bureau, Inc.

SENIOR YEAR -- COLLEGE TIMETABLE

ENROLL IN COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSE WORK!

AUGUST

_____
Check with counselor to be sure you are enrolled in enough credits to graduate.

_____
Check your enrollment to make sure you have the college preparatory classes you need for admission.
_____
Register on fastweb.com or scholarships.com if you haven’t done so already.
_____  Check out the new website okcollegestart.org.  It is great!
SEPTEMBER

_____  Attend the OBU college fair on September 21

Register for the ACT or SAT tests, if necessary.  If you miss this first fall test date, your next 
_____  opportunity may be too late to send scores for some scholarships for early admission.

_____
Take some time out for ACT preparation (workshops, books, software).
_____
Write a personal resume.

_____
If you have not started your college search, now is the time to get started.


If you have not narrowed your college choices to a few schools, do so now. Write for applications or
_____
see counselor.

 Know your deadlines for scholarships!   Put them on a calendar and check it frequently. It is easy to 
_____
 miss an important deadline. 

_____  Check your fastweb e-mail for new scholarships.
_____  Check your counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.  
OCTOBER

_____
Make college visits and keep a written record of things you liked and disliked.


Give recommendation forms to teachers and counselor who may be writing recommendations for you.
_____
(Counselor has forms).

_____
Take the October 23th ACT or the SAT, if necessary.

_____
Check out www.actstudent.org for ACT practice questions.
_____
Decide on early action admission.

_____
Request financial aid information and applications for college.

_____Check your fastweb e-mail for new scholarships.
_____ Check the counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.

NOVEMBER

_____
Deadlines for early decisions are fast approaching.

_____
Register for ACT; take SAT in November, if necessary.

_____
Register with Liz for ACT workshop at Gordon Cooper on Dec. 6
_____
If your college requires the SAT, check to see if they require additional achievement tests.
_____
Decide on early decision on early action admission.

_____
Request financial aid information and applications for college.

_____ Check your fastweb e-mail for new scholarships.
_____ Check the counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.  
DECEMBER

_____  Attend the Dec 6th Chad Cargill ACT workshop at GCTC.
_____
Check on early scholarship deadlines.

_____
Check to be sure your applications, transcripts, and recommendations are completed and mailed.
_____
Compile all family financial information to complete financial aid forms.

_____
Take the December 11th ACT or SAT I/II in December, if necessary.

_____ Check your fastweb e-mail for new scholarships.

_____ Check the counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.  
JANUARY

_____  Request seven (7) semester transcripts from Mrs. Miller to be mailed to your college.
_____
File for financial aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible.  To accurately file for financial aid, your parents will 
            need to complete their income tax forms as early as possible.

_____
Check with the counselor about making sure your graduation requirements are being met.

_____
Register for ACT; take SAT, if necessary.
_____ Check your fastweb e-mail and counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.

FEBRUARY

_____
Take the February 12th ACT.

_____
File for financial aid (FAFSA) if you have not already done so.

_____
Send thank you notes for the letters of recommendations.

_____ Check your fastweb e-mail and counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.

MARCH
_____
Register for SAT, if necessary.

_____
Return verification or corrected information on financial aid forms as soon as possible.
_____
File for financial aid (FAFSA) if you have not already done so.

_____
If you have a disability, contact rehabilitation services to see if you are eligible for services.
_____
Check on dates for AP and CLEP exams.

_____ Check your fastweb e-mail and counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.

APRIL

_____
Notices of acceptance or rejection from colleges usually arrive in April.

_____
Respond promptly, in writing, accepting admission, scholarship and financial aid offers.

_____
Take ACT on April 9th if necessary.

_____
Check with senior sponsors on guidelines for proper attire for graduation ceremonies.

_____  Check your fastweb e-mail and counselor’s bulletin for new scholarships.

MAY

_____
Turn in a list of scholarships that you plan to accept to the counselor for awards assembly on May 17.

_____
Take May SAT, if necessary.

_____
AP and CLEP exams given.

_____  Pay fines, if needed, to clear your records.

_____
Send rejection notices to colleges where you have been offered admission and do not plan to attend.

_____
Graduation on May 20.
_____
Send “thank you” notes.

PARENTS’ CHECKLIST

This is a month-by-month tip sheet for parents of high school seniors who will be enrolling in college next fall.

September

_____
Register on fastweb.com and scholarships.com
_____ Encourage your child to compile their resume

_____ Encourage your child to study for the ACT

October  

_____
Schedule college visits
_____
 Make college visits
November

_____
Encourage your child to work on his or her college and scholarship applications

December

_____
Have your child pick up the FAFSA (Free Application For Student Aid) and other financial aid forms  
            from the school guidance office.  All students need to fill this out regardless of parent’s income.

January

_____
Send in your FAFSA application as soon as you can after January 1st.

_____
High schools send midyear reports to colleges. Check with the guidance counselor to be sure your 
            child’s improvement is noted and that the counselor 
is aware of your child’s first choice college.

_____  Help your child meet scholarship deadlines. 
February

_____
Be patient!  This is the critical waiting period.

March-April

_____
Plan repeat visits to top college choices to which your child has been admitted. College day forms are

available through the counselor.  One day per semester are allowed as excused absences.

_____
Notices of acceptance or rejection by colleges are usually sent by April 15th .  Respond promptly in

writing to requests for action on admission, scholarships and need-based financial aid.

_____
If your child is put on a wait-list, help him or her send back the wait-list cards and consult with guidance 
            counselor about strategies to help with the wait-list dilemma.

_____
Mail a confirmation check to only one (1) admissions offer by May 1.

_____
Have your child decline other colleges offering admission.

_____
Estimate college costs for the next four (4) years and begin to set forth a plan of payment.

_____ Have your child oversee the mail that continues to arrive. The college your child chooses will require   
            more personal details, such as housing preferences. Let your child fill out these forms.

Summer

_____ Students should consider a summer job to earn pocket money for college expenses.

____
Have your child oversee the mail that continues to arrive.  The college your child chooses will require 
            more personal details, such as housing preferences. Let your child fill out these forms.

Sources:  Putnam City North High School Counselor, Rhonda Malahy; Kaplan’s A Parents Guide to College Admissions and Kaplan’s The High School Handbook.
TEST SCORES ARE IMPORTANT

ACT


The American College Testing Assessment (ACT) is given annually to approximately one million college-bound students.  Designed to assess each student’s general educational development and ability to complete college level work, the main use of the ACT is for college admission and scholarship purposes.  All Oklahoma colleges accept the ACT. Registration forms are available in the Counseling Office.  The ACT is given at various sites.  Students must register in advance by completing the registration form and mailing it themselves.  The approximate cost is $32.00

College-bound students should prepare for and take the ACT in the junior year.  The ACT may be taken again in the senior, if desired.

SAT


The Scholarship Aptitude Test (SAT) is a college entrance exam required by many colleges outside of Oklahoma and some scholarship programs.  It measures verbal and math abilities developed over many years.  Available in the Counseling Office are SAT registration forms and references to determine average and/or minimum scores for admittance to specific colleges.  Students must mail registration in advance.  The approximate cost is $30.00.


College-bound students should prepare for and take the SAT in the junior year if they plan to attend a college which requires SAT scores.  The SAT may be taken again in the senior year, if desired.  The SAT is given in October, November, December, January, April, May and June.  Application deadlines are approximately one month before each test date.
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ACT & SAT

Which Test Should A Student Take?—Oklahoma Colleges will accept both but prefer the ACT.  Prestigious academic colleges outside Oklahoma and colleges on the coasts accept both but prefer the SAT.  The new SAT Test format is similar to the current ACT Test format.  Both tests will have a writing test as an optional part of the test format! Representatives from ACT & SAT recommend a student take both tests one time and take the test they feel most comfortable with a second time.



Should A Student Take The Writing Test?—The writing test is not required by any Oklahoma college.  However, some colleges outside Oklahoma do require the test.  Check the college of your choice to determine if the writing test is required.  (If you need assistance check with Mrs. Miller in the Guidance Office.)  Finally, if you have strong writing skills and taking the test would enhance your overall test score, I would encourage you to take the exam.


How Will The Writing Test Results Be Reported?—Taking the ACT Writing Test will not affect scores on the multiple-choice English section or the Composite Score.  Rather, in addition, students will receive a combined English/Writing score on a scale of 1 through 36.

When Should A Student Take the Test?—According to ACT & SAT representatives, the optimum time to begin taking the tests is the spring of the junior year! 


What is a Residual ACT Test?—There are 5 national test dates. (Listed on page one.)  Residual ACT Tests are tests which are kept on file at a college or university for one calendar year. Some colleges have regularly schedule Residual tests while other take appointments and test whenever necessary.  Usually, students receive the test results the same day, however, the results are ONLY valid at the institution where the test is taken. Consequently, if a student chooses to take the test several times, he/she will be taking the same test each time and can improve the tests results by making notes and studying for the same test.  There is a 60 day waiting period between tests! The results are ONLY good to meet admissions standards and scholarship requirements at the institution where the test is taken.

TEST-TAKING TIPS FOR THE ACT AND SAT


Here are some specific test-taking tips that will help you:


Within each group of questions of the same type, the easier questions are usually at the beginning of the group and the more difficult ones are at the end.


If you’re working on a group of questions and find the questions are getting too difficult, quickly read through the rest of the questions in that group and answer only those you think you know.  Then go to the next group of questions in that section.  Reading comprehension questions tend to have both easy and hard questions at the end of each passage.


You get just as much credit for correctly answering easy questions as you do for correctly answering hard ones.  Answer all the questions that seem easy before you spend time on those that seem difficult.


You don’t have to answer every question correctly to score well.  In fact, many students who answer only half of the questions correctly receive average or slightly above average scores.


You can guess.  If you know that one or more answer choices for a question are definitely wrong, then it’s generally to your advantage to guess from the remaining choices.  But because of the way the test is scored, random guessing is unlikely to increase your score.


You get one point for each question you answer correctly.  You lose a fraction of a point for each question you answer incorrectly.  You neither gain nor lose credit for questions you omit.  


Use the text book for scratch work and to mark questions you omitted, so you can go back to them if you have time.  You will not receive credit for any responses written in the text book.  You must mark all your responses to test questions on the separate answer sheet before time is up on each section.


Do not make extra marks on the answer sheet.  They may be misread as answers by the scoring machine. If the scoring machine reads what looks like two answers for one question, that will be considered an omitted question.  It’s in your best interest to keep your answer sheet free of any stray marks.


Mark only one answer for each question.  To be certain that your answer will be read by the scoring machine, make sure your mark is dark and completely fills the answer oval.

ACT Online Prep-This is the only online test preparation program designed by ACT Test Professionals.  The program has practice test questions, a practice essay with real-time scoring, a diagnostic test, and a personalized Study Path online for $19.95. You can work in your own home to improve your ACT scores!

See www.act.org or Mrs. Miller for registration deadlines and more information



BETHEL SCHOOL CODE – 373-255
ACT Registration
1-319-337-1270 or go to www.actstudent.org







SAT Registration  609/771-7600 or 415/654-1200
The Secret Behind Higher Test Scores


Every year high school juniors and seniors spend a stressful Saturday morning or two taking a college entrance examination (the ACT or the SAT), followed by an anxious four to six weeks as they await the results, convinced that the test score alone will determine their collegiate futures.


Aside from time spent with the testing company’s preparation materials, or perhaps money spent on a “professional” test preparation seminar, many students feel that they are powerless to affect their test scores – that some students are just smarter or better test takers.  In truth, you can do a great deal to affect your scores, it costs nothing and requires a minimal investment of additional time.  You can best determine the outcome of your test, NOT by cramming for the exam the week or month before, but instead by simply making the right CHOICES, again and again.


The right curriculum choices act as building blocks, each providing a better foundation for the next year’s classes.  That’s really why some high school courses are identified as college prep; they provide the needed foundation (preparation) for success in college.  Remember that test scores aren’t the only criteria for college admissions – schools are far more interested in your total high school record, which includes not only the grades you earned, but the curriculum choices you made, which reflect the seriousness of your desire to attend college.  Students who choose the courses that will challenge them in high school and prepare them for college are motivated – it only follows that they are also the students who receive the highest test scores.


For example, ACT defines core curriculum as: four years of English, three years of (academic) mathematics, three years of social studies, and three years of natural sciences.  Last year, the average ACT composite for U.S. students with core or more curriculum was 22.1; those students with less than core curriculum averaged a 19.3 almost three points less on a scale score of 1-36.


Taking the appropriate courses helps ensure higher test scores.  However, that’s not the real reward for registering for the right classes.  Taking a college preparatory curriculum not only makes that Saturday morning a lot easier for you, it also lays the foundation for a more successful, less stressful college career, and that’s a payoff that shouldn’t be kept secret from anyone! 

TEN TIPS FOR TAKING A STANDARDIZED EXAM

 1.   Get plenty of sleep the night before the test.

 2.   If you feel nervous before beginning, try to relax by taking a few deep breaths.

 3.   Maintain confidence in your abilities and plan to do your best.  Your attitude can affect your performance.

 4.   Listen carefully to all instructions and ask questions if you hear something you don’t understand.

 5.    Focus your attention entirely on your work.

 6.    Position your answer sheet next to your test booklet so you can mark answers quickly and accurately.

 7.    Before answering each question, read it completely, as well as all the possible responses.

 8.    When you are unsure of an answer, choose the one you think is best and go on to the next question.

 9.    Pace yourself throughout the test by occasionally checking the time.

10.  If you complete the test before your time is up, reread the questions and check your answers.

COLLEGE ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION


Athletic Grants-in-aid (Scholarship)—Rules pertaining to the recruitment of student athletes are undergoing constant change.  There are three governing agencies; the NCAA, NAIA and the NJCAA.  The eligibility requirements vary depending on which school a student attends.  To be eligible to participate in athletics at any NCAA Division I or II school a student MUST be cleared through the NCAA Clearing House at a cost of $30.00 per student. (Fee waivers are available!) This should be done at the beginning of the senior year and prospective athletes are encouraged to register online by visiting the clearinghouse Web site at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. From this home page, the prospect should click on “Prospective Student-Athletes,” which will link the student-athlete to the necessary information.

COLLEGE APPLICATION PLANNER

APPLICATION CHECKLIST:


An important step in the college selection process is completing an application.  Most applications require biographical information, educational history, activity and work summaries, and one or more short essays.  In addition to the application, colleges normally require a copy of your transcript, results of standardized tests and recommendations by your teachers and/or counselor.

WRITING THE APPLICATION:


Your college application is a reflection of who you are and what you have accomplished.  It is your opportunity to present yourself as you would like others to see you.  Don’t underestimate the significance of your responses to the questions.  Use your best effort, pay attention to the details, and be conscious of good grammar, proper mechanics, correct spelling, and neatness.

TIPS

_____
Make copies of the original applications.  Use the copies as worksheets and work on them until you are 
            satisfied with your answers.  Then transfer them to the original.

_____
Prepare a separate folder for each application with key dates and information noted on the outside.  
            Make sure you have all the forms required.  Keep a copy of everything you send to each college.

_____
Use your Personal Data Sheet for the factual information about your background.

_____
Investigate using an electronic application to submit your application.  Some colleges allow students to 
            complete their applications on a computer.

_____
Know why you are applying to each school.  Application fees can range from $5 to over $50.  Five or 
            six applications could add up to hundreds of dollars.  Use a college search program or college guide to 
            identify colleges that meet your needs and interests.  (These are available in the counseling office.)

_____
Read the application instructions carefully and follow each to the letter.

_____
Don’t wait until the day before the deadline to prepare the application.  The application is a reflection of 
            you.  Take pride in its authorship.

_____
Be honest when identifying your extracurricular activities.  Colleges want to build a class composed of 
            people with diverse talents and interests.  It is better to demonstrate actual involvement in a few 
            activities than a minimal involvement in many.

_____
Include a picture of yourself, if requested.  It personalizes the application.

_____
Present the admission committee with information that “paints a picture of you.”

_____
Type or write neatly.  Have someone proofread your work.  Critique your own application as if you were 
             the admissions officer.

_____
Ask the counselor for help if you need it.

_____
Submit supplementary materials if required, such as writing samples or art work.

_____
Arrange for your official transcripts and test scores to be sent to each college.

_____
Ask for recommendations far enough in advance to give the writers plenty of time to prepare.  Offer to 
            meet them or provide a written overview of your academics, interests, and goals.  Send a thank-you 
            note.  Provide addressed and stamped envelopes.

_____
Be sure to document any special circumstances such as a learning disability, special talent, illness, or a 
            unique family situation.

_____
Make copies of each completed application.

_____
If you have not already done so, take the ACT at the next possible date.  All colleges require an ACT or 
            SAT score as part of the application process.

_____
Make a copy of everything.

_____
Note date when application and scholarship reports are due.  DON’T BE LATE!!

COLLEGE APPLICATION PLANNER

Personal Data Sheet

Fill out this form before you begin to complete your college applications.  It will make completing individual applications easier later on and give you a comprehensive record of your activities and strengths.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Father’s Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Mother’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________
High School Name:  ________________________________________________________________________
Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________
High School Phone Number:  _________________________________________________________________
Guidance Counselor:  _______________________________________________________________________
High School Code Number:  373-255

Junior Year GPA:  _________________  Senior Year GPA:  ___________________

Test Scores:


PSAT  _____________________


SAT I  _____________________


SAT II  ____________________


ACT  ______________________

Awards & Honors (Include Honor Roll Status): ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Extracurricular Activities (Include hours, weeks, or years served; positions held, and if you are interested in continuing the activity on the college level):  _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Sports (Mention captaincies/awards): ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Clubs (At Bethel High School or outside of school):  _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Drama (List roles/jobs/contests):  ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Art (awards/shows/etc):  _____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Music (choir/band/instruments played at Bethel High School or outside of school): _______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prizes/Awards (not previously mentioned):  ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Work Experience (List where you worked, for how long, and position held):  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Service (List what you did and for how long):  __________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Travel (List any travel or related experiences you feel are relevant to your personal growth:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations:  (List name, address, and phone number of teachers, employers, church or community service leaders, or personal acquaintances who might write a recommendation for you):  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Fill in this checklist with appropriate dates and names and keep a file of all your application procedures.

College name ______________________________________________________________________________  

Application requested _______________________________________________________________________    

Application deadline ________________________________________________________________________  
Financial aid form requested __________________________________________________________________
Financial aid deadline _______________________________________________________________________

Essay(s) required ___________________________________________________________________________
Recommendation(s) required (list name of person requested and date of request)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SAT test score sent __________________________________________________________________________   

ACT test score sent _________________________________________________________________________   

Interview _________________________________________________________________________________
Transcript requested _________________________________________________________________________
Seven (7) semester transcripts requested _________________________________________________________
Completed application mailed/or date given to your counselor _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Application acknowledged ____________________________________________________________________
Thank you notes sent (recommendations and interviews) ____________________________________________
Make additional copies of this form if you are applying to more than one school.   

COLLEGE COMPARISON WORKSHEET

	COLLEGE  NAME

	
	
	

	LOCATION

   Distance from home
	
	
	

	SIZE

   Enrollment

   Physical size of campus
	
	
	

	ENVIRONMENT
   Type of school (2 yr/4yr)

   School setting (urban/rural)

   Location/size of nearest city

   Co-ed; male; female

   Religious affiliation
	
	
	

	ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

    Deadline

    Tests required

    Average test scores, GPA, class rank

    Special requirements

    Notification
	
	
	

	ACADEMICS

    Your major offered

    Special requirements

    Accreditation

    Student-faculty ratio

    Typical class size
	
	
	

	COLLEGE EXPENSES

    Tuition, room and board

    Estimated total budget

    Application fee and/or deposits
	
	
	

	FINANCIAL AID 

    Deadline

    Required forms

    Percent receiving aid

    Scholarships
	
	
	

	HOUSING

    Residence hall requirement

    Availability

    Types and sizes

    Food plans offered
	
	
	

	FACILITIES

    Academic

    Recreational

    Other
	
	
	

	ACTIVITIES

    Clubs and organizations

    Greek life

    Athletics and intramurals

    Other
	
	
	

	CAMPUS VISITS  (When)    

	
	
	


Make additional copies as needed.

TOUGH QUESTIONS TO ASK ANY ADMISSIONS OFFICER

By Robert G. McLendon


As a college admissions officer for the past fourteen years, it is clear to me that today’s prospective students are carefully comparing colleges and striving to learn all they can about the colleges to which they apply.  The age group of 18 to 24 years old is declining in the United States, and this is creating a type of “buyer’s market” in the market place of higher education.


In order to assure yourself that your expectations of a college are met, you, the student consumer, need not hesitate to ask admissions officers some “tough questions”.  This article will offer you a few suggestions of some tough questions that I hope will help you make the right choice when you are selecting a college.

ACADEMIC QUESTIONS

1.  How many students in last year’s freshman class returned for their sophomore year?

2.  What percent of the freshman class obtained a 2.0 (C) average or above last year?

3.  If accepted, will you tell me my predicted freshman grade-point average?  Many colleges use a mathematical  
     formula based on studies of currently enrolled students to predict an applicant’s freshman grade average.

4.  What is the college’s procedure for class placement?  This is especially important in the areas of English and 
     Math because freshmen often vary significantly in their ability to handle these important academic skills.

5.  What procedure is used to assign a faculty advisor when the student is undecided as to the area of study?

6.  What type of additional academic services does your college offer at no additional cost to the student?  
     (e.g., tutoring, career or personal counseling, study-skills workshops, improving reading speed, etc.)

7.  How effective is your college’s honor code: What is the penalty for cheating? 
SOCIAL QUESTIONS

1.  What is the average age of your student body and what percent resides on campus? Many colleges today 
     have a large and increasing population of commuting part-time adult students and a dwindling enrollment of 
     17 to 18 year old full-time, degree-seeking students residing on campus.

2.  Is your college a “suitcase college” on weekends?  If not, what are some typical weekend activities for 
     students on your campus?

3.  What procedure is used to select roommates if no preference is listed?

4.  What are some of the causes of students being suspended or dismissed from your college?  Is there a system 
      of appeal for those who have been dismissed?

5.  How can a prospective student arrange a campus visit?  Clearly the best possible way to evaluate a college 
    socially is to plan a visit to the campus.  When you visit, try not to be shy.  After your talk and tour with the 
    admissions officer, walk around by yourself and informally ask students their opinions.  A good place to chat 
    with students is in the college’s student center or at the dining hall.

6.  What are some of the rules and regulations that govern residence hall life?  Are there coeducational halls?


If you are having an interview, make it after your tour of the campus.  You will be better prepared and probably have more knowledgeable questions to ask.


Don’t be intimidated by size.  You will end up having about the same number of close friends at a large as well as small school.  Don’t look for an ideal college; every school will have some flaws.  Don’t pretend to be someone you are not and don’t let your parents run the visit.  Ideally parents should be a part of the visit; however, this is a good chance for you to present yourself as mature and independent.  Don’t let one unusually good or one unusually bad experience influence your choice.  Look for an overall feeling that a college is a good “match” for you, your abilities, interest and goals.


Be sure to write thank you notes to everyone who was helpful in your visit.  A thank you note is both polite and a reminder of your interest.

CAMPUS VISIT CHECKLIST

Name of college: ___________________________________________________________________________   

Date and time of visit:  _______________________________________________________________________   

Address and travel instructions:  _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact person:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Admissions Office phone number:  _____________________________________________________________
Date and time of visit: _______________________________________________________________________

Campus tour:  ______________________________________________________________________________
Places to see:  ______________________________________________________________________________
Names of faculty appointments:  _______________________________________________________________
Classes and social events to attend:  ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Dormitory to visit:  _________________________________________________________________________
Student host:  ______________________________________________________________________________
Make additional copies as needed.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

As the requirements for college admission continue to increase, the competition for scholarships continues to increase.  The key to your successful scholarship search is based solely on YOUR accumulated records (grades 9 through 12).  Your academic records (grades, test scores, class rank, and rigor of schedule), leadership profile (quality positions held), community services, and in some cases activity accomplishments (athletics, debate, vocal music, band and drama) provide the basis for scholarship decisions.  Parents, teachers, counselors and influential friends cannot secure scholarships for students.  These additional sources may provide vital information for the decision, but ultimately YOUR records will be the key!  Students are encouraged to develop a resume, start a file and keep copies of all correspondence with the colleges, universities, vocational schools, trade schools and the military.  Correspondences sometimes are lost in the mail and a file copy may save time and maybe even make you money.  

HOW TO FIND OUT ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS

1.  Write the colleges in which you are interested and request scholarship information and applications if they 
     are not included in the student application form packet.  Be sure you have applied for admission to a college 
     before you apply for a scholarship from that college.

2.  Check with the counselor regularly for scholarship updates and any new information.

3.  Watch the newspapers for scholarship announcements.

4.  Inquire about church-sponsored scholarships and those sponsored by other organizations to which you 
     belong.  

5.  Have your parents ask their employers if any company-sponsored scholarships are available for employees’ 
     children.  Some company scholarships require PSAT or SAT scores.

6.  Use the Career/College Search available on the school computers containing pertinent information on 
     college enrollment and scholarships.

7. Websites!  Websites!  Websites!  Go to www.fastweb.com or www.scholarships.com and register.  These are 
     great!
8.  Visit the counselor’s page on the Bethel School website at bethel.k12.ok.us.

9.  Visit okcollegestart.org.  This is a new website and it is great!
HOW TO COMPLETE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

1.  Read the ENTIRE application.

2.  If the application requires a transcript, request one from the registrar or the counseling office.

3.  Complete all of the student section of the application.  Be sure to sign it and have your parents(s) sign the 
     application, if required.

4.  Complete the application neatly.  When essays or written paragraphs are required, write them on a separate 
     paper, polish them carefully using good grammar and punctuation, and then write or type them on the 
     application.  Messy or illegible applications can cost you dollars.

5.  If you need a counselor or principal to complete part of an application, be sure your part is completed, then 
     submit it to the counseling office at least one week in advance. Your counselor will make every effort to 
     meet deadlines, but please be helpful by submitting applications early.  The counseling office will mail all 
     personal recommendations written by the counselor.  Be sure you give any special instructions needed for 
     mailing.  To request a recommendation, use the counseling office’s recommendation request form.

6.  When listing honors, offices held, and school and community activities, include everything in grades 9-12.  
     If you are in doubt about whether something is appropriate, include it.  Also include any work experience.

7.  Keep college folder with photocopies of personal essays and all letters of recommendation.  General 
     recommendation letters can be used several times if you have good quality copies.

8.  When asking teachers or others for recommendations, indicate date the form is due, provide stamped 
     envelopes addressed to the appropriate places, and keep a record of whom you asked.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP LOG

            Name of Scholarship


                      Deadline Date
  
Date Application Submitted
___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________
   

___________________________________________          ________________
         _________________


FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION


You may NOT apply for financial aid for the 2010-2011 school year until January 1, 2011.  
2010 tax information is required for documentation of need, therefore, application forms are not mailed to the Guidance Office until early December.  Parents are advised to gather tax information and have it processed early  so students can meet the March 1st deadline for the Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant Program (OTAG) and campus need based financial aid (Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants-FSEOG, Federal Work-Study, and the Federal Perkins Loans)  (Note-Parents may still file their tax returns on April 15th, but are encouraged to have their returns processed early since financial data will be taken directly from the tax return.) Students who are married or plan to marry before they begin school in 2011 are advised NOT to file for financial aid until after they are married.  A married student is considered to be an independent student and, therefore, need will be based on the married couple’s income rather than parent’s income. 
HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID


Most federal student financial aid is awarded based on financial need.  Need is the difference between the costs of your education (tuition, fees, room, board, books, supplies, and other expenses) and the amount you and your family can afford to pay.


Need is determined by an evaluation of your aid application.  The new form, Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) has been standardized in order to be accepted by all colleges.


Please do not decide, “Well, I can’t go to college because I can’t afford it.”  Take a FAFSA packet and let the experts analyze your situation.  You may miss an important opportunity if you do not do this.

1.  Apply for admission to the college of your choice and write to the financial aid office.

2.  Get financial aid application in the counseling office in December or early January.

3.  Complete and mail the application as quickly as possible after January 1.  This requires specific tax 
     information.  Keep copies of everything you send.

4.  Approximately three to six weeks after mailing the financial aid application, you will receive a response with 
     a reprint of the information you submitted.  Review this very carefully for errors and to ensure it has been 
     sent to appropriate schools and agencies. You may need to supply additional information.  Follow all 
     instructions carefully and promptly.

5.  You will also receive at about the same time an SAR (Student Aid Report) which contains your Expected 
     Family Contribution (EFC) number used in determining your eligibility for federal student aid.

6.  You must submit the SAR to the college financial aid office where you have applied. If you need duplicate 
     copies, you must complete a form to have an original sent.

7.  The college will send you a letter detailing the amount and kinds of aid you will receive.  The packet may be 
     a combination of information.

FINANCIAL AID HOTLINE


A toll-free hotline providing information about financial aid at Oklahoma colleges and universities has been established by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.


Through a single number, 1-800-858-1840, callers can access a wide range of information, including the types of financial aid available (federal, state and campus-based), requirements which students must meet to qualify for assistance, the impact of financial need and family income, and deadlines for application.


Hotline coordinators also can give the typical types and amounts of financial aid awarded to students at each educational level, from freshman to graduate student, as well as specific information on scholarships, grants, loans and other assistance.


Help in resolving challenges arising during the application process and administration of various student aid programs also will be offered
TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID


Although finding financial aid can be hard work and completing all of the necessary forms will require time and effort, families who aggressively pursue it can get substantial financial help.  The key to taking advantage of financial aid is to know what is available, know how to apply for it, and to plan early. 
I.  Scholarships and Grants (financial aid that does not have to be repaid)


A.  Federal Grants (such as Pell Grant and SEOG).  To be eligible, a student must have financial need, 
                  be enrolled in an eligible program, meet citizenship requirements and meet academic progress 
                  standards.


B.  State Grants (OTAG)


C.  Private Sources (foundations, companies, civic organizations, professional associations)


D.  Individual Colleges

II.  Loans (borrowed money repaid with interest)


A.  Federal Loans.  Programs include the Federal Stafford Loans, Federal Perkins Loans, and Federal 
                  PLUS Loans.


B.  Private Financial Institution Loans

III.  Work-study (part-time work)

A. Jobs offered through the college

B.  Work on own (most colleges have student employment placement offices)

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS FOR COLLEGES AND FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

Federal Student Aid Information Center:   1-800-433-3243








Oklahoma State University Office of High School & College Relations:   1-800-852-1255

University of Oklahoma Prospective Student Services:   1-800-234-6868

University of Central Oklahoma Prospective Student Services:   974-2727

University of Tulsa Admissions:  918-631-2307

**For a complete listing of Oklahoma colleges and universities phone numbers, addresses and contacts go to www.okhighered.org.  
MILITARY OPPORTUNITIES

RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS (ROTC)

ARMY ROTC:


A program which provides college-trained officers for the Regular Army or Army Reserve.  Four-year scholarships pay tuition, lab fees, on campus educational fees, and $100 per month subsistence allowance.  Many other characteristics are considered.  Deadline is December 1 of senior year.  Take ACT or SAT on a national test date no later than December.  Begin application spring of junior year.  Need ACT or SAT tests by end of first semester of junior year.

NAVY/MARINE ROTC:


These pay up to four years tuition, costs of textbooks, fees and a subsistence allowance of $100 per month.  The selection process is very competitive.  Deadline date is December 1 of senior year.  Take the ACT or SAT before November test date and preferably during spring of junior year.  To be competitive, it would help to have a 3.8 GPA combined with high English and Math scores on ACT or SAT.  Begin application spring of junior year.

AIR FORCE ROTC:


These pay for up to four years tuition, costs of textbooks, fees and a subsistence allowance of $100 per month.  Deadline is December 1 of senior year.  Selection is based on scores on SAT or ACT, high school academic records, recommendation from a high school official, extracurricular activities, personal interview, medical exam, and acceptance into a college or university offering Air Force ROTC.  Minimum requirements are to be in top 25% of class, and high SAT or ACT scores.  Begin application spring of junior year.

NOTE:  STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN AN ROTC CLASS ON THEIR OWN IN COLLEGE ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR ROTC

MILITARY EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROGRAMS


All branches of the military have an educational funding program which can be used after or during military service to pay for college or special training.  Contact recruiters from each branch to get the latest information.  See the counselor to obtain a phone number for the recruiter you want to contact.

MILITARY SERVICE ACADEMIES

West Point 
|
Merchant Marine 
|
Annapolis 
|
Coast Guard 
|
Air Force


Because of the extremely keen competition for nomination for an academy, students are urged to apply to every nominating authority which your eligibility allows (i.e. students’ two senators, their congressman, Presidential, Vice-Presidential, Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans, etc.).  Students selected for an academy receive four years college including tuition, room, board, fees and a monthly salary, part of which must be used for some expenses.  After graduation from an academy, a student is obligated to be on active military duty for five years.  You will need to begin the application process by sending for a Pre-Candidate Questionnaire.  You should begin contacting your congressman and by writing the appropriate Academy for all information.

Director of Admissions



Admissions Office

United States Military Academy


United States Merchant Marines

West Point, NY  10996-1797



Kings Point, NY  11024

914/938-4041





1-800-732-6267

Director of Candidate Guidance


Director of Admissions

United States Naval Academy


United States Coast Guard Academy

Annapolis, MD  21402-9156



New London, CT  06320-4195

1-800-638-9156




203/444-8501

Director of Admissions

United States Air Force Academy

Colorado Springs, CO  80840-5000

3-3/472-2520

WHAT TO DO LAST…

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT YOU WERE DONE!!!

1. Send a deposit with you acceptance letter and forms.

2. Fill out an application for housing and find out whether or not a deposit is necessary. Do this as soon as possible so you will be happy with your housing assignment.

3.  Make appointments for medical and dental checkups. Have doctor fill out required medical forms.

4.  If applicable, check into financial aid, scholarships, or other means of paying for college.

5.  Find out the date of Parents’ Weekend. Make a reservation in a hotel/motel near school. Don’t forget 
     who’s paying for this education!

6.  Get a school calendar and plan transportation in advance for major holidays. Everyone else will be 
     doing this, so don’t get left behind.

7.  Set up an account to pay your bills and expenses in a bank that is convenient to your college. You will 
     need easy access to your money. Speak to your parents about a credit card for emergencies.

8.  Check family medical and dental coverage. Either get a card with identification number and insurance    
     carrier’s name, or copy this information onto a piece of paper for emergencies.

9.  Make your own list of things to take to school. Get organized!!

10.  Don’t let “senior-it is” get to you. Be sure to keep up your grades until graduation. Colleges can still 
       change their minds—and have been known to do so—after they receive the mid-year grades.

HELPFUL WEB SITES

Federal Aid Application and Eligibility Information   www.fafsa.gov 
   www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/Students/index.html

From the U.S. Department of Education, this site includes user-friendly guides on federal grants, loans, and work-study programs for financial aid applicants and high school students. Includes links to FAFSA on Web, a searchable list of Title IV School Codes, information on the Direct Loan program, and directories of state higher education agencies.

Scholarships

   www.fastweb.com

A really good, free scholarship program. Students are provided with an electronic mailbox they can check periodically, and individualized pre-formatted letters for use in communicating with scholarship agencies.

   www.finaid.org

Sponsored by the National Association of student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA). This page provides excellent information about all types of financial aid.

   www.salliemae.com

Free scholarship program, which also includes information on loans and grants.

Loans

   www.collegeboard.org/finaid/fastud/htmsla.html 

Lets students calculate the amount of, debt they can afford to incur, based on their anticipated income after graduation.

   www.collegeboard.org/finaid/fastud/parent/pardebt.html

Lets parents calculate the amount they can afford to borrow in the Federal Parent Loan Program (PLUS).

Loans

   www.finaid.org/finaid/calculators/capitalization.html

This calculator computes an estimate of the accrued interest and the new loan balance at the end of the determent period and shows the impact of capitalization on the total amount paid over the lifetime of the loan.

Schools

   www.finaid.org/finaid/fao-web.html 

This page contains links to financial aid, office web pages and online handbooks for post-secondary institutions including colleges, universities, community colleges, and vocational/technical schools.

Budgeting

   www.finaid.org/finaid/calculators/savings-plaln.html

This fast and easy calculator show you how much money you must contribute each month to an interest-bearing bank account or investment fund in order to reach your savings goals.

   www.americanexpress.com/student/moneypit/budget.html

This online budgeting calculator helps college students create a budget for the year. It includes most every type of expense students might have.

 OSU-Collegeprep 101

   www.okstate.edu/lam2717/collegeprep101.html

This is a free course, offered via the Internet on how to prepare for college. Written by faculty, staff, counselors and college students, the course prepares students to attend any college. Students, parents, counselors and others will enjoy reading over 20 lessons on subjects such as the application process, campus visits, time management, extracurricular activities, multiculturalism and a variety of other topics.

   http://www.powerprep.com

Complete free online preparation for the SAT. SAT preparation and vocabulary building software. SAT Diagnostic Testing. Links to online registration for the SAT and other valuable resources. College guidance and financial aid information.

FREE SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANT INFORMATION ON THE WEB

www.osrhe.edu-Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Information on starting your college search and funding your education in Oklahoma. With links to many other web pages, as well as information on all Oklahoma State colleges and universities.

www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/- United States Office of Post Secondary Education
www.ed.gov/pubs/parents.html- Listing of publications to address parents concerns about their children’s education (bottom half relates to secondary education).

www.ed.gov/money.html- United States Department of Education Grant and Funding Opportunities.

www.collegescape.com- You can download the FAFSA form and use a personalized student folder for free scholarship searches.

www.rspfunding.com- Reference Service Press provides information on collecting, organizing and disseminating current and accurate information available on scholarships, fellowships, loans, grants, awards, internships and other types of funding opportunities. Also provides a list of hotline numbers.

http://www.connectok.com/collegenet- Gives information about Oklahoma colleges and universities. It offers academic calendars, class schedules and admission standards.

http://www4.usnews.com/usnews/edu - Web site of US News and World Report. It is divided into four sections. Offers timeline information to help the parents stay on schedule and provides a calendar to help the parents to not miss deadlines.

www.education-world.com- Has lists of the latest in education news, education articles and books. Tips for financial planning and updates the latest federal tax information relating to education.

www.act.org- Provides information concerning the ACT Assessment: on-line registration, frequently asked questions and sample questions, information on how to order ACT documents regarding planning for college and the ACT Assessment.

